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I really have no idea where to start with these. Do I have to do the randomly generated ones to finish everything? Where do I start? I just wanna complete them all and see all the possible bosses. These things seem rather complicated. Chalice Dungeons: A New Player's GuideThere have been a lot of posts from new players here on r/bloodborne asking



about Chalice Dungeons - so I thought I'd do a little write up to hopefully help people out. I'm sure there are plenty of others out there, but I'm going to try to keep this one as simple as possible when it comes to explaining things.Just a warning, there may be some minor spoilers throughout this guide towards some elements of the plot, and especially
towards the bosses that need to be defeated to get various chalices. You've been warned.Chalice Dungeons are separate multi-layered dungeons accessed through the Hunter's Dream. While the four headstones leading up towards the Workshop near the Plain Doll's usual location are used to warp into the various locations of Yharnam, the various
headstones leading up the other way are used to access the Chalice Dungeons. The first altar is used via a special item I'll get into later - the rest are all used to create and access Chalice Dungeons, which we'll discuss how to create and access in a moment.As for what they are in more practical terms, there are two ways to look at it.First, from a lore
perspective. The Chalice Dungeons represent the "old laybrinths" discovered by the College of Byrgenwerth and are located physically beneath (as in, underground) Yharnam. They have been explored and it is in one of these deep dungeons that the source of Blood Healing and the foundations of the Healing Church were founded. Each chalice has its
own unique lore to it, which you'll discover as you read the various descriptions of the dungeons.Second, from a gameplay perspective, they are extra dungeons that can be used to farm things like Blood Echoes, items, weapons, upgrade materials, blood gems, and more. They do not scale to NG+ cycles, each having a static difficulty to it that does not
change. The earlier ones you get are easier, while they get more difficult as they go on.To create and access a Chalice Dungeon, you need two things: the chalice for the dungeon you wish to create, and the proper matierals to create it. Chalice are found in various locations in both Yharnam and inside other Chalice Dungeons, which I'll cover at the
end of this write up. Materials, likewise, can be found both in Yharnam and in dungeons, and some can be purchased in the Hunter's Dream. Some rarer materials can only be found in limited quantities or through defeating specific enemies.So, for the sake of example, we'll use the very first chalice you find, the Pthumerian Chalice. You receive this
chalice by defeating the Blood-Starved Beast in Old Yharnam. The Chalice requires two Ritual Blood (1) chalice materials, which are found earlier in Old Yharman as well. With these two items, and with 1000 Blood Echoes, you can use one of the Ritual Altar headstones in the Hunter's Dream, and create the dungeon. While there are more materials
and options with some later dungeons (which I'll cover in a moment), the process remains largely the same. You need a chalice, materials, and some echoes. While the materials are used each time you create a dungeon, the chalice itself is not, so a chalice can be created any number of times.Once you create a Chalice Dungeon, you can access it
through the Ritual Altar Headstone where you created it. They have varying numbers of levels, from 3 to 5, and difficulty levels called "Depths" which vary from 1 to 5.The Ptherumian Chalice creates a Depth 1 dungeon, which is the easiest difficulty, and has three levels. Each level has a main area, where the objective is to defeat enemies and find a
lever to access the boss chamber. Defeating the boss will give you various rewards, from other chalices, to upgrade materials, blood gems, or ritual materials, and then you can access the next level of the dungeon. This is how they all work - find a lever, defeat a boss, head to the next level until you reach the bottom.Once a boss is cleared, it will not
respawn - you can revisit the dungeon, but only the normal enemies will return, not the boss or items. Bosses in the dungeons are sometimes unique, but are also sometimes repeats of bosses from the core game, often with different health or Al patterns.Once a dungeon is completed (or at any time, really), you can remove the chalice from the altar,
which will destroy the dungeon. You can then recreate it using new materials, which will recreate it complete with items and bosses from scratch.Finally, some dungeons will have treasure rooms located in the area before or after the main level of the dungeon. Exploring these can find you rare upgrade materials, ritual materials, or weapons, as well
as plentiful blood echoes from defeating more enemies.As explained, you need ritual materials to create a dungeon. These are found throughout Yharnam, at the Bath Messenger Shop, or throughout Chalice Dungeons. Often, if you fully explore a dungeon, you will find enough materials to recreate it, or move onto the next one - though sometimes
you'll have to purchase or farm new ones. There are also several unique ritual materials that are found in limited quantities throughout the game. For example, defeating The Witches of Hemwick will gain you several Blood-Shot Eyeballs, which are needed for a further ritual, and will not be available for purchase until they've been found. If you're
missing materials and unsure where to find them, a quick search of the various wikis can help - I won't list all of them, as there are a lot, and I'm trying to keep this as spoiler-light as possible. Just keep exploring the game - some dungeons cannot be accessed until very late in the game.There are two types of Chalice Dungeons - "fixed" dungeons, and
"Root" dungeons. Unless a Chalice has "Root" in the name, it is a "fixed" dungeon, meaning that the layout, loot, bosses, and treasure will always be the same. A Root Dungeon, however is different.For example, defeating The Merciless Watcher boss in the normal Pthumerian Chalice dungeon will get you the Pthumeru Root Chalice. When you use this
at the Ritual Altar, instead of just two Ritual Blood (1), this chalice requires more materials. In this case, you also need three Tomb Mold (1) items. Doing this will create a Chalice Dungeon for the Pthumeru Chalice again - only this time the three levels will be randomized. The layout, treasure, and bosses will be different each time you create this
dungeon, though the difficulty will remain at Depth 1, meaning it will be roughly as difficult as the normal dungeon.While you can rely on the whims of fate to create a Root Chalice Dungeon, you can also search for the dungeon by Glpyhs. Glyphs are unique alphanumerical codes that allow players to share dungeons. For example, if you find a
dungeon that has a great item in it, or easy access to a unique weapon, you can enter the Glyph and create that dungeon, assuming you have the proper chalice and materials for it. Glyphs and unique dungeons tend to be a focus of late-game item farming, so for the purposes of this guide, just know that it is possible to share the dungeons you find for
future use for yourself or other players.Finally, later Root Chalices will allow you to perform extra Rites on them. These cost additional materials to the creation, but often give some extra benefit - in exchange for greater difficulty. There are four rites that can be added to various dungeons:Fetid offerings increase the difficulty of existing enemies, as
well as adding more traps to the dungeon, but the empowered enemies drop better items.Cursed offerings cut your max HP in half, but you get more powerful blood gem drops from enemies in the form of Cursed blood gems, which give greater strength with a drawback.Rotted offerings add additional enemies to the dungeon, but this means more
echoes and more chances for drops.Sinister offerings add the Bell-Ringing Woman to the dungeon by default, meaning that you can be invaded from the start without having summoned any aid.With one exception, the regular dungeons do not have these rites added to them, and are unique to add to Root dungeons. Most of these are more used for late
game item farming, and are not necessary to explore the dungeons.So, back to that first Ritual Altar headstone I brought up earlier. That is used for an item you can purchase from the Insight Shop later called the Short Root Ritual Chalice. Using that item at the altar allows you three options:Create a random dungeon you have previously created. It
will be a randomly created Root dungeon with no additional rites. You cannot control which dungeon it is, or use any kind of glyphs, but these dungeons do not take any materials. It's a fantastic way to farm items or ritual materials if needed.Join a random co-op dungeon, where anyone in a dungeon you currently have access to is ringing their
Beckoning Bell.Join a random PvP dungeon, where any dungeon you currently have access to has a Bell-Ringing Woman present who is ringing her bell.It's a great item, get it when you see it in the Insight Shop.There are several benefits to going through the Chalice Dungeons.First of all, lots of great lore stuff is found throughout the dungeons, both
in the item descriptions and the bosses fought. If you want to know more about the story of the game, there's some great hints to be found.Second, blood echoes! Always good to have!Third, upgrade materials and blood gems for your weapons can be found/dropped by enemies and bosses throughout the dungeons, some of them potentially much more
powerful than the ones found in the core game.Fourth, one weapon (the Beast Claws) can only be found in one of the Ailing Loran chalice dungeon initially.And finally, defeating the final boss of the Pthumeru Ihyll dungeon will net you a trophy - required for platinum, if you're going for that.And all of this, of course, in addition to great co-op and PvP
opportunities throughout the dungeons themselves.
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